
                               

3rd Annual Kinship Care EXPRESSION! Awards 
– A Poetry, Short Essay, and Drawing Contest for Kinship Kids – 

 

 WHAT IS IT? 
EXPRESSION! is a writing and drawing contest for youth who are living with relatives or who 
have lived with relatives. It is an opportunity to describe in words or pictures what living with a 
relative has meant to them and how living with a relative has made a positive difference in 
their lives. EXPRESSION! recognizes kinship youth and honors the more than 35,000 
relatives in Washington State who are raising them. The contest is a collaborative project of 
the Washington State Kinship Care Oversight Committee. 

 WHO CAN ENTER? 
Children and youth 5 – 19 years of age who are living or have lived with a relative other than 
their parents can enter EXPRESSION! Grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins all count as 
relatives. Entries will be judged in three age categories: 

AGE CATEGORIES 
                5 – 7-year-olds can enter original poems, essays, or drawings. 

8 – 12-year-olds can enter original poems or essays. 
13 – 19-year-olds can enter original poems or essays. 

 WHAT ARE THE RULES? 
. All entrants must be living in Washington State. 
. Drawings should be submitted on the attached entry form. 
. Poems should be 21 lines or less. 
. Essays should be 200 words or less. 
. Include your name, age, address, and phone number on your entry. 
. All entries must be submitted or postmarked by April 23, 2005. 
. All decisions of the judges are final. 
. Winners will be notified in early May. 

 WHAT ARE THE PRIZES? 
The first 200 entries will receive special gifts. The top two entries in each age division will 
receive $100 from Twin County Credit Union and more! 

 QUESTIONS? 
If you have questions about EXPRESSION!, please call Shelly Willis at 1-877-813-2828 or  
e-mail her at OlympiaParentEd@aol.com. 
 
 

  

                                                                                                                         

               
 



OFFICIAL EXPRESSION! ENTRY FORM 
Please enter your original poem, essay, or drawing in the space below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAME ________________________________________________________  AGE ____________ 
 
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY __________________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP _________________ 
 
TELEPHONE (with area code)  _______________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL __________________________________________________________________ 

MAIL or DELIVER YOUR COMPLETED ENTRY TO 232 Perry St., OLYMPIA, WA 98502 
All entries become the property of the Washington State Kinship Care Oversight Committee and may be reprinted in a book. 

 


